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of novelty, the pride of argumentation, the passion for holding forth, and the zeal for proselytizing, continued to be principles in the human heart, no concession would ever abolish sects in religion; while the Church of England, by departing from her ancient practice, would only compromise her dignity, and forfeit her title to due reverence. Yet, since some fondly conceived that all parties, tired of dissention and disturbance, were now eager to coalesce; and that to concede the minor points of difference to the Presbyterian ministers, would afford them a plausible excuse for maintaining harmony without violating their principles; they would not object to a revision of the Liturgy, and would even give up the ceremonies, if any shadow of objection could be brought forward, on the score of their sinfulness or impropriety. Their antagonists, however, refused to accept this challenge, since admitting them to be neither sinful nor improper, they deemed it sufficient to show that a positive obligation should not be imposed, with respect to things indifferent. On this question, which was in fact the point at issue, as the parties could come to no agreement, the conference, like the former, terminated in mutual dissatisfaction.
SCARF. A piece of silk or other stuff which hangs from the neck, and is worn over the rochette or surplice. It is not mentioned in the rubric of the English ritual, but is worn by our Bishops, and dignitaries of the Church. It is used from long custom, and may be referred to the ancient practice of the Church, according to which presbyters and Bishops wear a scarf or stole in the administration of the Sacraments and on some other occasions. The stole has been used from the most primitive ages by the Christian Clergy. It was fastened on one shoulder of the deacon's albe, and hung down before and behind. The priest had it over both shoulders, and the ends of it hung down in front. Thus simply were the dresses of the priests and deacons distinguished from each other in primitive times.
SCEPTICS : From a Greek word which signifies to look about, to deliberate. This word was applied to an ancient sect of philosophers founded by Pyrrho, who denied the real existence of all qualities in bodies, except those which